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Scranton Teen and Future Leader Exemplifies “A Drean”
Recipient of the MLK Young Leader of the Year Award is a true testament to MLK’s dream

Scranton, PA —Two years ago, Steve DeJesus never dreamt he would stand in front of
community leaders and peers to accept an award for his own dedication and serate. In f
before Steve became a member of United Neighborhood Centers’ (UNC) Leadeasing
(LIT) program, he didn’t even know an award like this existed.

Yet, last weekend Steve was recognized for his community service and canhitbrpositive
change when Scranton’s MLK Commission presented him with the MLK Young Leader of the
Year Award. At the award ceremony, held at Lackawanna College, Steve hadjtee uni
opportunity to personally thank his family, friends, mentors and the MLK Commission for their
nomination and continual support.

Steve was nominated for the award by UNC Leaders in Training program coordinasontisam
Burkhardt, who described Steve as someone who “has taken every opportunity available to think
outside the box and think of others in his community before hintsellemonstrates on a daily

basis that young people can overcome the barriers in their life and move beyond the world they
know into a more positive direction.”

To be recognized for the MLK Young Leader Award, a nominee must be middle or high school
age, have well-defined goals for the future and should have accomplished, in a positive manner
one or more of the following: Overcame personal problems or adversity resulting itixzeposi

life change; and/or demonstrates positive community involvement. Steve exentipéfes

gualities and more, making him the perfect candidate for the award.

In addition to his recognition as Young Leader of the Year, Steve recently achieved anothe
dream, and was accepted to Marywood University to study Social Work. As the first in his
family to attend college, Steve plans to make the most of this opportunity to help teash other
that they can overcome the adversity in their lives to achieve their dreams.

-more-



MLK Young Leader Award

Steve’s passion and drive to achieve his own dreams, is just one example of how Martin Luther
King Jr.’s dream is being lived each and every day. His commitment to making positiveschange
and spreading Dr. King’s message is just one of the many outstanding qualities that will make
this Scranton teen a successful leader of the future.
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Steve DeJesus receives the MLK Young Gathered at the award ceremony are (I-r)
Leader of the Year Award at the Melissa Lorenzo, sister, Steve DeJesus, and

Lackawanna College ceremony Carmen Lorenzo, mother.

About United Neighborhood Centers of NEPA

United Neighborhood Centers of Northeastern Pennsylvania is a private, notefdr-grass-roots
United Way agency that offers direct and general advocacy servicgsuthr, singles, families and
senior citizens in combination with programs that foster independence arsdiffieiency. The agency’'s
mission is to work together with neighbors to provide services and @pptetunities which empower
individuals and build strong interdependent communities.
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