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United Neighborhood Centers Launches South Side Neighborhood 

Revitalization Plan with Grant from Wachovia Regional Foundation 
 
Scranton, PA – Wachovia Regional Foundation announced today that it will award $425,000 to 
United Neighborhood Centers over the next five years for their implementation of the “South 
Side Neighborhood Revitalization Plan.” The announcement was held at the South Side Senior 
Community Center, in the heart of the revitalization effort.  
 

With funding from Wachovia Regional 
Foundation, UNC will implement a 
resident-driven revitalization plan that 
will improve the quality of life for the 
families and children in this 
neighborhood. The plan will focus on a 
thirty-block area of South Side Scranton 
with a particular focus on the Cedar 
Avenue commercial corridor which has 
experienced steady decline in recent 
years.  
 
“We are absolutely thrilled to have the 
opportunity to embark on this partnership 
with United Neighborhood Centers here 

in the South Side Neighborhood” said Denise McGregor Armbrister, Executive Director of the 
Wachovia Regional Foundation.   
 
Over the grant period, UNC will work to revitalize this historic neighborhood by creating a safe, 
flourishing hub of mixed-use development and single family homes while focusing on green 
space, and historical preservation. Specifically, the Revitalization plan will work with 
neighborhood business owners and residents to engage in community clean-up activities such as 
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converting vacant lots and blighted properties to productive use spaces, as well as increasing 
homeownership opportunities through educational assistance programs and restoration projects. 
This plan will also coordinate efforts with South Side’s designation as an Elm Street program to 
comprehensively and effectively change the face of this neighborhood. 
 
“Having Wachovia Regional Foundation as a partner in the South Side Revitalization Plan will 
be a great asset to the strength and vitality of the efforts over the next five years,” said Michael 
Hanley, UNC Executive Director. “For many years neighbors have heard empty promises about 
revitalization in this community. Now, with a resident-drive plan, neighbors will not only see the 
positive changes; they will have the opportunity to contribute to the future of their 
neighborhood.” 
 
For more information on the South Side Revitalization Plan, or ways to get involved, please 
contact United Neighborhood Centers, 570-346-0759. 
 
About United Neighborhood Centers of NEPA 
United Neighborhood Centers of Northeastern Pennsylvania is a private, not-for-profit, grass-roots 
United Way agency that offers direct and general advocacy services for youth, singles, families and 
senior citizens in combination with programs that foster independence and self-sufficiency. The agency’s 
mission is to work together with neighbors to provide services and create opportunities which empower 
individuals and build strong interdependent communities. 
 
About Wachovia Regional Foundation 
Wachovia Regional Foundation, established in 1998, is a grantmaking body with the primary 
mission to support the revitalization of communities located in New Jersey, Delaware, and 
eastern Pennsylvania.  Since its inception, the Foundation has awarded over $52 million in grants 
to more than 47 nonprofit organizations.  For additional information on the Foundation, please 
visit the website at www.wachovia/regionalfoundation. 
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